PSC 3030: Introduction to International Relations

Metropolitan State College of Denver
Spring 2005 (Winterim)
Section 5: Mon-Fri 1:00-5:15 (1/3/05-1/13/05), North Classroom 1408
Dr. Amy E. Eckert (eckerta@mscd.edu)

Office location: King Center 492, Office phone: (303) 556-3156

Office hours: by appointment 

In this course, you will be introduced to many types of interactions among states, including war, peace, trade, aid, and movements to promote respect for human rights and protect the environment.  Of course such issues are also pressing concerns in domestic political systems as well, but at the global level efforts toward peace, security, and prosperity are complicated by the lack of a central authority.  The lack of an ultimate authority in the international system distinguishes the field of international relations from the study of politics within a single state.  Further complicating these interactions is the phenomenon of globalization, which draws the world into ever-closer social ties.
Within this anarchic international system, how can states protect themselves or achieve any good beyond survival?  States may use peaceful means such as diplomacy and cooperation through alliances or organizations.  If they are unable or unwilling to utilize these peaceful means, states may resort to war to achieve their purposes.  Against this background, we will be considering issues of special importance in the world today including terrorism, war, and globalization.  
I appreciate your interest in the course, as well as your dedication in choosing to take a winterim course.
Required texts:

· Joshua S. Goldstein and John Pevehouse, International Relations, Brief Third Edition, ISBN: 0-321-33798-0.  You can also use the Brief Second Edition or the Update Brief Second Edition of this text.  Page numbers in this syllabus refer to the Brief Third Edition and may differ from previous editions.
· Foreign Affairs custom anthology, International Relations: PSC 3030 (This text will be abbreviated as “Foreign Affairs” in the reading schedule.  Page references are to the sequential page numbers at the bottom of the book, not to the page numbers within the original text.)  

· Pew Case Studies custom casebook (readings from this text are preceded by “Case Study.”)

All required texts have been ordered and are available for purchase at the Auraria Book Center.  A copy of the Foreign Affairs reader will also been placed on reserve. 

The Goldstein text has a companion web site at http://www.irtext.com.  This site contains a number of valuable resources, including practice questions, chapter summaries, web links, and suggestions for further reading. Access to the web site is free, and I would strongly encourage you to visit this web site and utilize these resources, as they will enrich your experience with our primary textbook.
We will also supplement our primary text with the Foreign Affairs anthology.  This text contains a selection of articles and case studies that will illustrate and expand on the concepts in the Goldstein text.  Please be sure to read the assignment before the class meeting for which it is assigned.  This applies with double force for the Pew case studies we will be using throughout the course.  These cases are found in our custom casebook.  These are noted in the syllabus with the words: Case Study.
In addition, you are advised to keep yourself apprised of current events, as we will be discussing these in class.  There are a number of ways in which you may do so.  The first is by reading a major newspaper.  Most major newspapers also have their own web sites where you can read articles.  Here are just a few:
The New York Times:  http://www.nytimes.com/  (free registration required)

Christian Science Monitor:  http://www.csmonitor.com/
The Guardian (UK):  http://www.guardian.co.uk/
One World:  http://www.oneworld.net/
Some internet portals, such as Yahoo (http://news.yahoo.com) and Google (http://news.google.com), provide news gathered from a number of different sources.  The issues that we will be studying are, in a real sense, living issues.  Your awareness of these unfolding events will enhance your enjoyment of this course.  

Grading:

Your grade will be based on the following:

Three exams, multiple choice format – 20% each (60% total)
Three short writing assignments – 10% each (30% total)
Attendance and participation – 10%


Unless assignments are turned in at the beginning of the class meeting at which they are due, I will consider them late.  Due to the condensed nature of our Winterim course, no late assignments will be accepted.  
Course Policies:

Attendance.  Attendance is mandatory and I will take attendance at the beginning of each class meeting.  Because of the condensed format of this course, missing even one session will place you seriously behind.  I encourage you to make every effort to attend all class meetings.
Incompletes.  No grades of “incomplete” will be given without prior instructor approva1.  If you feel that you cannot complete the work for this course by the end of the Winterim period, please see me to make arrangements to complete the work.  To receive an “I” for the course, you must have been in good standing at the end of the course – in other words, you must have completed most of the work for the course.  If you take an incomplete for this course, you will have one calendar year to make up any assignments you have not completed by the end of the semester.  If you fail to complete the work within this time frame, your “I” will become an “F.”
Academic Dishonesty.  You are expected to adhere to MSCD's policy on academic dishonesty as outlined in the MSCD Student Conduct Code.  Please visit http://www.mscd.edu/~judicial/academicDishonesty.html to review Metro’s policy on academic dishonesty.  Violations will result in a failing grade for this course and a report to the College judicial officer.

Departmental supplement.  Please see the Political Science Department supplemental syllabus, a copy of which is attached, for additional important information.  That supplement is part of this syllabus.                                                                                                                                       

Course calendar (subject to change)
	Date
	Assignment

	January 3
	Introduction to International Relations
Course Intro

Goldstein, Ch. 1
Realism and Power Politics
Goldstein, Ch. 2, pp. 44-57
Ferguson, “A World Without Power” and Snyder, “One World, Many Theories,” Foreign Affairs
Writing assignment 1 distributed

	January 4
	Case Study: A Medal of Good Hope

Hoge, “A Global Power Shift in the Making,” Jervis, “The Compulsive Empire,” and Walt and Mearsheimer, “An Unnecessary War,” Foreign Affairs
Goldstein, Ch. 2, pp. 58-74

	January 5
	Writing assignment 1 due
Alternatives to Power Politics
Goldstein, Ch. 3 

Doyle, “Liberalism and World Politics,” Foreign Affairs

Catch up/review

Conflict and War
Goldstein, Ch. 4

	January 6
	Exam 1

Case Study: On the Brink of War

Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations?” Foreign Affairs

Writing assignment 2 distributed

	January 9
	Trade, Monetary Relations, and Globalization
Goldstein, Ch. 5
Ritzer, “The Globalization of Nothing,” and Garrett, “Globalization’s Missing Middle,” Foreign Affairs

	January 10
	Writing assignment 2 due

International Law and Organization
Goldstein, Ch. 6, pp. 237-256

Case Study: Going to the United Nations

Glennon, “Why the Security Council Failed,” Foreign Affairs

Catch up/review

Writing assignment 3 distributed

	January 11
	Exam 2
Goldstein, Ch, 6, pp. 256-289
Case Study: Establishing an International Criminal Court

	January 12
	Writing assignment 3 due
North-South Relations
Goldstein, Ch. 7
Case Study: The Rocky Road Toward Debt Forgiveness

Environment and Technology
Goldstein, Ch. 8

	January 13
	Klare, “The New Geography of Conflict,” Foreign Affairs

Case Study: The U.S. Position on the Kyoto Protocol

Catch up/review

Exam 3


