PSC 390E: Ethics and International Affairs
Metropolitan State College of Denver
Fall 2005
MW 1:00-2:15
Professor Amy Eckert (eckerta@mscd.edu)

Office location: King Center 492, Office phone: (303) 556-3220
Office hours: M/W 2:30-3:00; T/Th 1:00-2:00 or by appointment
But though there had never been any time wherein particular men were in a condition of war one against another, yet in all times kings and persons of sovereign authority, because of their independency, are in continual jealousies, and in the state and posture of gladiators, having their weapons pointing, and their eyes fixed on one another; that is, their forts, garrisons, and guns upon the frontiers of their kingdoms, and continual spies upon their neighbors, which is a posture of war. 

Thomas Hobbes, The Levathan

Those who believe in power politics tell us that the world is an anarchic and dangerous place in which might makes right.  In their view, the strong do what they will, and the weak suffer what they must.  Are international relations nothing more than struggles for power, or are there other rules that restrain the use of power?  Are there universal ethical principles that limit the ways in which this power can be used?

This course examines these questions and applies ethical perspectives to contemporary international issues, including war, human rights, and global poverty.  Specifically, we will address the following questions:

· In a world of power politics, what is the role of values in international affairs?  Do limits apply even to war and the use of military force?

· Do universal human rights exist?  How do we balance global standards with communities’ rights of self-determination?  Can – and should – the global community insist that states have democratic governments?

· What redistributive claims can economically disadvantaged societies assert?  Do we have duties beyond borders?

By the end of this course, you should be able to:

· Understand existing ethical frameworks regulating international affairs

· Assess the validity of competing ethical claims

· Debate contested international issues, including the use of force and the existence of universal human rights
This course will help prepare you for a career in politics, employment with an international or non-governmental organization, or further study in related areas.  It will also assist you in your personal search for understanding of the world in which we live.  

These issues are also of great personal importance to me as I am writing my dissertation on The Law of Peoples.  Throughout the course I am likely to share parts of my own work with you.  Thank you for your interest in this course.  I look forward to an interesting semester together.

Required texts:

· John Rawls, The Law of Peoples (Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press, 1999), ISBN: 0-6740-0542-2.

· Thomas Pogge, Global Poverty and Human Rights: Cosmopolitan Responsibilities and Reforms (Cambridge, UK: Polity Press, 2002), ISBN: 0-7456-2994-6.
· Michael Walzer, Arguing about War, (Yale University Press, 2004), ISBN 0-3001-0365-4.
· Ward Thomas, The Ethics of Destruction: Norms and Force in International Relations, (Cornell University Press, 2001), ISBN 0-8014-8741-2.
· Deen K. Chatterjee, ed., The Ethics of Assistance: Morality and the Distant Needy, (Cambridge University Press2004), ISBN 0-5215-2742-2.
All required texts have been ordered and are available for purchase at the Auraria book center.  The Rawls and Walzer books are available at the reserve desk.  Other readings will be available at the reserve desk in the library under PSC 390E as well as on e-reserve at http://docuserv.auraria.edu/.  If prompted for a password, please enter the word banjo.  Reserve readings are indicated on the course calendar with a *.  Additional optional readings will also be placed on reserve.
Grading:

· Three short reflection papers


30%

· Take home midterm exam


30%

· Take home final exam



30%

· Class attendance and participation

10%
Assignments will be distributed and turned in on the dates indicated on the syllabus.  Unless assignments are turned in at the beginning of the class meeting at which they are due, I will consider them late.  If you are unable to attend class on the day your assignment is due, you may submit it to me by e-mail at eckerta@mscd.edu or by fax at (303) 556-2716.  I reserve the right to deduct one-half of a letter grade for each day an assignment is late.

In completing the assignments, including the reflection papers, book review, and final exam, you may consult class texts, additional assigned readings, and your lecture notes.  You are also welcome to discuss the questions with your classmates.  However, the final work you submit to me must be your own.  Plagiarism of another student's work or unacknowledged citation of published material constitutes academic dishonesty.

Reflection papers – Over the course of the semester, I will be assigning short 3-5 (double-spaced) page writing assignments on the material that we cover in class.    These questions are designed to help you consider the readings, sometimes in relationship to one another.  The ideal reflection paper will (1) demonstrate your understanding of the material addressed by the question and (2) respond to the question by developing an argument that is supported with material from the readings.  Some of you may have particular interests or be working on projects related to the subject matter of our course.  If you would prefer to write on these interests, you are free to do so.  Before pursuing an alternative topic, please consult with me so that we can agree on a suitable topic.  The course calendar indicates the dates when these papers will be assigned and turned in to me.  These dates are, however, subject to change.
Course Policies:

Attendance.  Attendance is mandatory and I will take attendance at the beginning of each class meeting.  If you miss more than four class meetings, your final grade for the course may be lowered one letter grade.  In addition, as class attendance and participation forms 10% of your grade, attending class is in your best interest.  

Incompletes.  No grades of “incomplete” will be given without prior instructor approva1.  If you feel that you cannot complete the work for this course by the end of the final exam period, please see me to make arrangements to complete the work.  If you take an incomplete for this course, you will have one calendar year to make up any assignments you have not completed by the end of the semester.  If the course work is not completed by the end of that year, the “I” becomes an F.
Academic Dishonesty.  You are expected to adhere to MSCD's policy on academic dishonesty as outlined in the MSCD Student Conduct Code, with exceptions for collaboration as outlined above.  Violations will result in a failing grade for this course and a report to the College judicial officer for further disciplinary action.
Departmental supplement.  Please see the Political Science Department supplemental syllabus, a copy of which is attached, for additional important information.  That supplement is part of this syllabus.                                                                                                                                       
Course outline (subject to change):

	Date:
	Assignment:

	8/22
	Course Introduction

	
	The Role of Ethics in International Relations

	8/24
	Read Mearsheimer, “Introduction,” and “Anarchy and the Struggle for Power” (it’s Ok to skim these two pieces)

	8/29
	Read Thomas, Chapter 1 and 2

	8/31
	Read Thomas, Chapter 4 and 5

	9/5
	Labor Day – no classes, College closed

	
	Ethical Reasoning in IR

	9/7
	Read *Eckert, “From Justice as Fairness to the Law of Peoples”

Rawls, Introduction and § 1

	9/12
	Read Rawls, §§ 2-4

	9/14
	Read Rawls, §§ 5-6
Pogge, Ch. 7

	9/19
	First reflection paper distributed

Review/catch up

	
	Democracy and Pluralism in the International Community

	9/21
	Read Rawls, §§ 7-9

	9/26
	First reflection paper due
Read Rawls, §§ 10-12

Pogge, Ch. 6

	9/28
	Read * Tan, "Liberal Toleration in Rawls's Law of Peoples" and 

* Nussbaum, “Women and the Law of Peoples”

	
	War, Terror, and Justice

	10/3
	Read Rawls, §§ 13-14

*Shue, “Rawls and the Outlaws”

	10/5
	Read Walzer, Ch. 1

	10/10
	Read Walzer, Ch. 3

	10/12
	Second reflection paper distributed
Read Walzer, Chapters 4 and 10

	10/17
	Read Walzer, Chapter 11

	10/19
	Second reflection paper due
Read Walzer, Chapters 5 and 7

	10/24
	Review/catch up
Midterm exam distributed

	10/26
	Poverty and Economic Justice
Read Rawls §§ 15-16

	10/31
	*Risse, “Do We Owe the Global Poor Assistance or Rectification?”

	11/2
	Read Pogge, Introduction
Midterm exam due

	11/7
	Read Pogge, Ch. 4

	11/9
	Read Chatterjee, Ch. 2

	11/14
	Read Chatterjee, Ch. 13

	11/16
	Read Eckert, “The Global Scope of Justice” and “Distributive Justice in the Society of Peoples”

	11/21-11/23
	Fall break – Happy Thanksgiving!

	
	Human Rights

	11/28
	Third reflection paper distributed
Read Pogge, Ch. 2

	11/30
	Review Rawls, § 8, read Chatterjee, Ch. 10

	12/5
	Third reflection paper due
Read Chatterjee, Ch. 11

	12/7
	Review/ catch up/ conclusion

Final exam distributed


