Ethics and International Affairs
PSC 390L
Fall 2004
FINAL EXAM

Please answer three (3) of the following questions.  If you answer more than three, I will grade only the first three.  You are free to consult and rely on course notes, assigned readings, and previous assignments.  You may also discuss the questions with your classmates, but the exam you submit must be your own work.

Your exam is due by 5:00 PM on Thursday, December 15, 2005.  You may submit it to me in person, in my box in the political science office, by e-mail at eckerta@mscd.edu (please request a receipt), or by fax at (303) 556-2716.  Due to the deadline for submitting grades, I am unable to accept exams after 5:00 on December 15.

Questions:

1. In your assessment, would decent hierarchies (like Kazanistan) accept the version of human rights described in The Law of Peoples?  Why or why not?
2. Charles Beitz described two conceptions of human rights.  Within which would John Rawls place himself, and do you agree?  Why or why not?
3. Compare Peter Singer with Rawls on the question of obligations owed by the world’s wealthy to its poor.

4. What criticisms does Henry Shue make of communitarian conceptions of human rights (like Michael Walzer’s)?  Describe and assess these critiques.
5. Why does Rawls reject the difference principle internationally?  Would parties in the original position reject the difference principle?
