PSC 390L: Indigenous Peoples in World Politics
Metropolitan State College of Denver
Spring 2006
Section 4: Tues/Thurs 2:30-3:45, KC 203
Dr. Amy E. Eckert (eckerta@mscd.edu)

Office location: King Center 492, Office phone: (303) 556-3156

Office hours: Tuesday/Thursday 12:00-2:00 and by appointment 

Dr. Zia Meranto (meranto@mscd.edu)

Office location: King Center 484
Office hours: Tuesday/Thursday 11:30-1:00, Wednesday 3:00-5:00
This course looks at the relationship between indigenous peoples and the international political system.  Three words really summarize the relationship between world politics and indigenous populations: conquest, colonization, and recovery.  The earliest facet of this relationship was the justification of European conquest.  Once indigenous peoples had been conquered by European states and integrated into those states, their international existence was all but extinguished.  In an international system of states rather than peoples, indigenous populations and their values were excluded.  In effect, indigenous peoples became colonized by the states that had conquered them.  
This international system is one that is based on values that differ substantially from those that underlie indigenous cultural and political systems.  The international political system, like most domestic political systems, excludes indigenous peoples both as individuals and as communities.  This clash of values has not prevented indigenous peoples from using components of this interstate system to recover the rights that they lost during conquest.  On the contrary, indigenous peoples have been surprisingly adept at making use of components of the international system – including norms and international organizations – to regain rights lost during these earlier phases of their relationship to the international system.  
We will spend the majority of our time examining these attempts by indigenous peoples to use the institutions of the international system in ways that promote their interests, taking into account the potential costs as well as the benefits of this type of strategy.  By means of research projects, you will be looking at particular indigenous groups and assessing the impact of the international system, including conquest and colonization, on these groups.  You will also explore the strategies employed by these indigenous peoples to recover their rights, as well as additional avenues that may be available to them.
Required texts:

· Tzvetan Todorov, The Conquest of America: The Question of the Other, University of Oklahoma Press, ISBN: 0-8061-3137-3.  
· Franke Wilmer, The Indigenous Voice in World Politics, SAGE Publications, ISBN 0-8039-5335-6.
· Alison Brysk, From Tribal Village to Global Village: Indian Rights and International Relations in Latin America, Stanford University Press, ISBN 0-8047-3459-3.
Other assigned readings (marked with an asterisk) are available on e-reserve at http://docuserv.auraria.edu.  You can search for them by our course number or Dr. Eckert’s last name.  When prompted for the password, enter banjo.
In addition, you are advised to keep yourself apprised of current events, as we will be discussing these in class.  There are a number of ways in which you may do so.  The first is by reading a major newspaper.  There are special student subscription rates available for the New York Times through the campus bookstore.  Most major newspapers also have their own web sites where you can read articles.  Here are just a few:
The New York Times:  http://www.nytimes.com/  (free registration required)

Christian Science Monitor:  http://www.csmonitor.com/
The Guardian (UK):  http://www.guardian.co.uk/
One World:  http://www.oneworld.net/
In addition, some internet portals, such as Yahoo (http://news.yahoo.com) and Google (http://news.google.com), provide news gathered from a number of different sources.  The issues that we will be studying are, in a real sense, living issues.  Your awareness of these unfolding events will enhance your enjoyment of this course.  

Grading:

Your grade will be based on the following:

Midterm

25%
Final


25%

Paper


40%

Presentation

10%

Paper.  There will be a significant research component to this course.  You will be required to select from among a number of indigenous groups and to research how this group interacts with the international system.  You may collaborate with others working on the same group (you will be making a presentation with these people) and share information with them, but the paper you submit must be solely your own work.  Throughout the semester, you’ll be provided with particular questions to shape your research.
Presentation.  At the end of the term, all students will be required to put together a presentation about the group they’ve been researching throughout the term.  This presentation should include (at a minimum) background information about the indigenous group you’ve been researching, how this group has been impacted by the international system, and to what extent they’ve been successful in making use of components of that system to their benefit.

I also reserve the right to raise (but not lower) a student’s grade by as much as one letter grade based on the student’s class participation.

Unless assignments are turned in at the beginning of the class meeting at which they are due, they will be considered late.  NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED.  NO EXTENSIONS WILL BE GRANTED ON THE FINAL TERM PAPER.
Course Policies:

Attendance.  Attendance is mandatory and I will take attendance at the beginning of each class meeting.  If you miss more than four class meetings, your final grade for the course may be lowered one letter grade.   

Incompletes.  No grades of “incomplete” will be given without prior instructor approva1.  Incompletes are only available in case of extreme emergency to students in good standing.

Academic Dishonesty.  You are expected to adhere to MSCD's policy on academic dishonesty as outlined in the MSCD Student Conduct Code.  Please visit http://www.mscd.edu/~judicial/academicDishonesty.html to review Metro’s policy on academic dishonesty.  This policy applies not only to your term paper but to anything else that you submit to me in writing.  Violations will result in a failing grade for this course and a report to the College judicial officer.

Departmental supplement.  Please see the Political Science Department supplemental syllabus, a copy of which is attached, for additional important information.  That supplement is part of this syllabus.                                                                                                                                       

Course calendar (subject to change!)
	Date:
	Assignment:

	January 17
	Course Introduction

	
	Conquest

	January 19
	Todorov, Foreword and Ch. 1, *Meranto

	January 24
	Todorov, Ch. 2

	January 26
	*Keal

	January 31
	Wilmer, Ch. 1

	February 2
	Library instruction session in Auraria Library room 245.  Attendance is mandatory.

	
	Colonization

	February 7
	Wilmer, Ch. 2

	February 9
	Wilmer, Ch. 3

	February 14
	Brysk, Ch. 1

	February 16
	Brysk, Ch. 3

	February 21
	*Nichols

	February 23
	*Bash

	February 28
	Film: Rabbit Proof Fence

	March 2
	Rabbit Proof Fence, continued

	March 7
	Wilmer, Ch. 5

	March 9
	Wilmer, Ch. 6

	March 14
	Wilmer, Ch. 7

	March 16
	Midterm

	March 20-24
	Spring Break

	
	Recovery

	March 28
	Brysk, Ch. 4

	March 30
	Brysk, Ch. 5

	April 4
	Brysk, Ch. 6

	April 6
	Brysk, Ch. 7

	April 11
	*Malezer

	April 13
	*Swepston

	April 18
	*Scheinin

	April 20
	*Castellino

	April 25
	Presentations

	April 27
	Presentations

	May 2
	Presentations

	May 4
	Conclusion
Term paper due

	TBA
	Final Exam


