PSC 3320: International Law
Metropolitan State College of Denver
Fall 2006
T/Th 11:30-12:45
Professor Amy Eckert (eckerta@mscd.edu)

Office location: King Center 492, Office phone: (303) 556-3220
Office hours: T/Th 1:00-4:00 or by appointment
http://www.amyeckert.com
International law is regarded both as a panacea to problems of war and injustice and as useless moralizing.  Both of these views of international law represent caricatures that exaggerate features of the international legal system.  International law has shaped the world in which we live.  At times, however, its potential has been limited by the lack of a central authority in the international system.  In this course we will examine the dynamics of law in the decentralized international system.  While this system is often portrayed as completely different than (and inferior to) the legal systems within states, we will consider to what extent these systems resemble each other and interact.
In this course, we will be

· Considering the nature of the international system

· Covering substantive areas of international law

· Learning how to construct arguments that draw on international law

· Developing the reading, writing, and critical thinking skills that support legal reasoning
We will be using our own version of a war crimes trial to accomplish these goals.  Your participation in this trial will   By the time we finish our course, you will have become familiar with the central principles of the international legal system as well as key substantive areas of the law including war, statehood, and the role of individuals in international law.
This course will help prepare you for a career in politics, employment with an international or non-governmental organization, or further study in law or international relations.  It will also assist you in your personal search for understanding of the world in which we live.  

Required text:

· Gerhard von Glahn and James L. Taulbee, Law among Nations: An Introduction to Public International Law, eighth edition (New York: AB Longman, 2007), ISBN: 0321104803. 
Additional readings will be available via MetroConnect or the Auraria Library reserve desk as indicated.
Grading:

Midterm exam


25%
Final exam


25%
War crimes trial

Brief


30%

Presentation

20%
Exams – The exams will be held in class and will cover material from the readings and lectures.  Questions will include definitions of key terms that we have covered and short essay questions.  Exams are closed book and closed notes.  Prior to the exam, a review outline will be distributed to help you in your preparation for the exam.
War crimes trial – Throughout the semester, we will be working on our own in-class trial of Saddam Hussein for war crimes.  Three of you will be judges and the rest will be divided into prosecution and defense teams.  You will be graded based upon a written brief that you will submit before the trial begins (if part of the prosecution or defense) or your written opinion (if you are a judge) and your participation in the trial itself.  Each team – prosecution, defense, and judges – will have a team leader responsible for coordinating the research and keeping the team on task.
Brief – The prosecution and defense teams will be responsible for submitting a written brief outlining their position.  A week before the trial begins, I will post both briefs on MetroConnect where all students will be able to read them.  Your brief should include both the facts of the case and the definition, history, and application of the specific crimes with which Saddam Hussein is being charged in our trial. 
Trial – On the course calendar, you will see that there is time blocked out for our war crimes trial.  Each side will be responsible for making its case for or against conviction.  Judges will be free to question the prosecution and defense.  After all arguments have been heard, judges will make a decision on the defendant’s guilt or innocence and this decision will be announced before the final exam during exam week.  In keeping with the principles of a democratic system, this trial will be open to the campus community.
Course Policies:

Attendance.  Attendance is mandatory and I will take attendance at the beginning of each class meeting.  If you miss more than four class meetings, your final grade for the course may be lowered one letter grade.  

Incompletes.  No grades of “incomplete” will be given without prior instructor approva1.  If you feel that you cannot complete the work for this course by the end of the final exam period, please see me to make arrangements to complete the work.  If you take an incomplete for this course, you will have one calendar year to make up any assignments you have not completed by the end of the semester.  If the course work is not completed by the end of that year, the “I” becomes an F.
Academic Dishonesty.  You are expected to adhere to MSCD's policy on academic dishonesty as outlined in the MSCD Student Conduct Code, with exceptions for collaboration as outlined above.  Violations will result in a failing grade for this course and a report to the College judicial officer for further disciplinary action.
Departmental supplement.  Please see the Political Science Department supplemental syllabus, a copy of which is attached, for additional important information.  That supplement is part of this syllabus.                                                                                                                                       
Course outline (all dates subject to change):

	Date:
	Assignment:

	8/22
	Course introduction, lecture on the nature of the international legal system (Lecture will cover von Glahn, Ch. 1)


	8/24
	Read von Glahn, Chs 2 and 3


	8/29
	Read Filartiga v. Pena-Irala (Available on MetroConnect – click on “My Courses” and then “International Law.”  You will find this case in the “Files” section.)


	8/31
	Subjects of International Law

Read von Glahn, Ch. 4

	9/5
	Read von Glahn, Chs. 5, 6

	9/7
	Read von Glahn, Ch. 7

	9/12
	Intro to International Legal Research

Read von Glahn, Ch. 8



	9/14
	Library instruction – meet in Library Room 245

	9/19
	The Law and the Allocation of Competence
Read von Glahn, Ch. 9



	9/21
	Read von Glahn, Ch. 10


	9/26
	Read von Glahn, Ch. 11


	9/28
	No class meeting – I will be attending the International Studies Association – West conference.  Please use this time for your research project.


	10/3
	Read von Glahn, Ch. 12


	10/5
	Read von Glahn, Ch. 13


	10/10
	Jurisdiction and Regimes
Read von Glahn, Ch. 14


	10/12
	Read von Glahn, Ch. 15


	10/17
	Catch up/review

	10/19
	Midterm exam

	10/24
	The Law and the Individual
Read von Glahn, Ch. 16



	10/26
	Read von Glahn, Ch. 17


	10/31
	Read von Glahn, Ch. 18


	11/2
	Read von Glahn, Ch. 19


	11/7
	Law and the Use of Force
Read von Glahn, Ch. 20



	11/9
	Read von Glahn, Ch. 21



	11/14
	Read von Glahn, Ch. 22


	11/15
	Written Briefs due from prosecution and defense
Catch up/review – no new reading



	11/21-23
	Fall/Thanksgiving Break

	11/23
	War crimes trial – opening statements

	11/28
	War crimes trial

	11/30
	War crimes trial 

	12/5
	War crimes trial

	12/7
	War crimes trial – closing statements

	TBA – during exam week
	Decision in war crimes trial and final exam

Written opinions due from judges


