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Justice and International Relations in the Post-Cold War Era
The end of the Cold War created a new, more complex international system.  In this course, we will be looking at some of the key differences between the Cold War and post-Cold War eras.  We will be paying particular attention to ethical issues within this new international system.  The search for justice in the international system has always been complicated by certain facets of the international system, including the lack of a central governing authority.  The new international order that has replaced the US-Soviet competition of the Cold War creates both new challenges and new opportunities.
Specifically, we will be taking up questions of humanitarian intervention – the use of force to protect human rights abroad – and economic justice among states.  Both of these important issues pose serious challenges for the international system, which we will spend our semester together exploring.  In addition, we will conclude the course by looking briefly at the post-9/11 developments within the international system with a view to understanding both the changes and continuities. 
Required texts:

· Richard Mansbach and Edward Rhodes, Global Politics in a Changing World, Houghton Mifflin, ISBN: 0618522808.
· Nicholas J. Wheeler, Saving Strangers: Humanitarian Intervention in International Society, Oxford University Press, ISBN: 0199253102.  

· John Rawls, The Law of Peoples, Harvard University Press, ISBN: 0674005422.
Other assigned readings (marked with an asterisk) are available on e-reserve.  

In addition, I advise you to keep yourself apprised of current events, as we will be discussing these in class.  There are a number of ways in which you may do so.  The first is by reading a major newspaper.  Most major newspapers also have their own web sites where you can read articles.  Here are just a few:
The New York Times:  http://www.nytimes.com/  (free registration required)

Christian Science Monitor:  http://www.csmonitor.com/
The Guardian (UK):  http://www.guardian.co.uk/
One World:  http://www.oneworld.net/
In addition, some internet portals, such as Yahoo (http://news.yahoo.com) and Google (http://news.google.com), provide news gathered from a number of different sources.  The issues that we will be studying are, in a real sense, living issues.  Your awareness of these unfolding events will enhance your enjoyment of this course.  
I also recommend the podcasts distributed by the Carnegie Council on Ethics & International Affairs.  These are podcasts of events taking place at the Carnegie Council in New York.  These events usually include well-known and interesting speakers talking about important topics.  You can search for these podcasts in iTunes or listen to them online through the Carnegie Council’s RSS feed.  More information is available at http://www.cceia.org. You will find a link to the RSS feed in the lower right-hand corner.
Grading:

Your grade will be based on the following:

Midterm exam

25%
Final exam

30%
Term paper

45% (total)

Research topic statement
5%

Bibliography


10%

Paper



25%
Presentation


5%
Exams – the midterm and final exam will include twelve multiple choice questions and two short (1-2 paragraph) essay questions.  Exams may cover the readings, lectures, and any other course materials.
Term paper – you are required to write a 12-15 typed, double-spaced page term paper on a topic related to the course material.  In addition to the paper itself, you are required to submit a topic statement and bibliography as noted on the syllabus.  At the end of the semester, you will also make a very brief (5-7 minutes) presentation on your research to the class.  Please note that all written assignments are due by the beginning of class on their respective due dates.
Research topic statement – This is a one paragraph statement of what you plan to write your paper about.  At this point in your research, it is fine to state your topic as a question.
Bibliography – This is an annotated bibliography that will list ten (10) sources you have found on your topic.  You should include a citation to your source and a one or two sentence summary of this source.  No more than two (2) of your sources should be internet sources, but a newspaper or journal article found in one of the library’s online databases does not count as an internet source.
Paper – Your final paper should do two things.  First, you should be asserting an argument about your topic.  If you wrote your topic statement as a question, think about this argument as the answer to that question.  Second, you will be presenting and assessing your research around your topic.  You will use this research to support your argument.  It is very important to cite the research you rely on in your paper.  Your citations should be in the Chicago Manual of Style format.  Please note that for every day your term paper is late, I will deduct half a letter grade.
Presentation – Your 5-7 minute presentation should describe the question that you chose to research, the argument that you developed in the paper, and briefly summarize your research.
I also reserve the right to raise (but not lower) a student’s grade by one-half to one letter grade based on the student’s class participation.  As a consequence, it is in your best interest to attend and be prepared to participate in class.
Course Policies:

Attendance.  Attendance is mandatory and I will take attendance at the beginning of each class meeting.  If you miss more than four class meetings, your final grade for the course may be lowered one letter grade.   

Incompletes.  No grades of “incomplete” will be given without prior instructor approva1.  Incompletes are only available in case of extreme emergency to students in good standing.

Academic Dishonesty.  You are expected to know and abide by the University of Colorado’s policies on academic dishonesty.  
University of Colorado Policies.  All other University policies, including policies ADA accommodations and sexual harassment apply to this course and should be treated as part of our course syllabus.
Course calendar (subject to change!)
	Date:
	Assignment:

	M August 28
	Introduction to course, lecture on Cold War international order


	W August 30
	Mearsheimer, “Why We Will Soon Miss the Cold War”
Available at: mearsheimer.uchicago.edu/pdfs/A0014.pdf


	F September 1
	Film: Globalization: Winners and Losers (in class)
Reading: Steven Pearlstein, "The New Politics of Globalization," and Moises Naim, “The Five Wars of Globalization,” in Mansbach and Rhodes


	M September 4
	Labor Day, campus closed


	W September 6
	Reading: Ch. 1, Mansbach and Rhodes


	F September 8
	Ethical Approaches to International Problems

Reading: Rawls, Introduction and § 1-3

(Note on Rawls readings: Please take the time to read these carefully)



	M September 11
	Topic statement due
Reading: Rawls, § 4-6



	W September 13
	Reading: Rawls, § 7-9



	F September 15
	Reading: Rawls, § 10-12



	M September 18
	Human Rights and Humanitarian Intervention

Reading: Thomas M. Franck, “Are Human Rights Universal?” and “Taming Leviathan” in Mansbach and Rhodes 



	W September 20
	Reading: Jack Donnelly, “The Concept of Human Rights” and “The Universal Declaration Model,” e-reserve



	F September 22
	Reading: Terry Nardin, “The Moral Basis of Humanitarian Intervention,” e-reserve


	M September 25
	Reading: Wheeler, Chapter 1



	W September 27
	Reading: Wheeler, Chapter 2 and Thomas M Franck and Nigel S. Rodley, “After Bangladesh,” e-reserve


	F September 29
	Reading: Wheeler, Chapter 3


	M October 2
	Reading: Wheeler, Chapter 4


	W October 4
	Reading: Wheeler, Chapter 5


	F October 6
	Reading: Wheeler, Chapter 6



	M October 9
	Reading: Wheeler, Chapter 7



	W October 11
	Reading: Wheeler, Chapter 8



	F October 13
	Bibliography due
Reading: Alex J. Bellamy, “Humanitarian Responsibilities and Interventionist Claims in International Society,” e-reserve



	M October 16
	Reading: Kenneth Roth, “Was the Iraq War a Humanitarian Intervention?” and James Turner Johnson, “Humanitarian Intervention after Iraq” e-reserve


	W October 18
	Reading: S. Neil MacFarlane, Carolin J. Thielking, and Thomas G. Weiss, “The Responsibility to Protect: Is Anyone Interested in Humanitarian Intervention?” and T.G. Weiss, “The Sunset of Humanitarian Intervention,” e-reserve


	F October 20
	Reading: Nsongurua J. Udombana, “When Neutrality is a Sin: The Darfur Crisis and the Crisis of Humanitarian Intervention in Sudan,”and Alex J. Bellamy, “Responsibility to Protect or Trojan Horse?” e-reserve



	M October 23
	Review for Midterm Exam – no new reading


	W October 25
	Midterm Exam


	F October 27
	Justice and the International Economic System

Reading: Chapter 10, Mansbach and Rhodes



	M October 30
	Film: Life and Debt


	W November 1
	Film: Life and Debt


	F November 3
	Reading: Thomas Pogge, “General Introduction,” e-reserve



	M November 6
	Reading: Chapter 11, Mansbach and Rhodes



	W November 8
	Reading: Chapter 11, Mansbach and Rhodes, continued



	F November 10
	Reading: Rawls, § 15-16



	M November 13
	Reading: Mattias Risse, “Do We Owe the Global Poor Assistance or Rectification?” e-reserve



	W November 15
	Reading: Thomas Nagel, “The Problem of Global Justice” e-reserve



	F November 17
	Reading: Joshua Cohen and Charles Sabel, “Extra Rempublicam, Nulla Justitia,” e-reserve


	November 20-24
	Fall Break and Thanksgiving Break (campus closed November 23-24)



	M November 27
	Reading: Amy E. Eckert, “Obligations beyond National Borders: International Institutions and Distributive Justice,” e-reserve



	W November 29
	The Contemporary International System: New Challenges to Order and Justice

Reading: Chapter 2, Mansback and Rhodes



	F December 1
	Reading: Chapter 5, Mansbach and Rhodes



	M December 4
	Reading: Chapter 6, Mansbach and Rhodes



	W December 6
	Term paper due
Reading: Chapter 7, Mansbach and Rhodes



	F December 8
	Term paper presentations



	M December 11
	Term paper presentations


	W December 13
	Term paper presentations


	F December 15
	Conclusion, Review for final exam – no new reading



	December 18
	Final Exam 4:30-7:00


