PSC 3050: Political Theory
Metropolitan State College of Denver
Fall 2006
T/Th 4:00-5:15
Professor Amy Eckert (eckerta@mscd.edu)

Office location: King Center 492, Office phone: (303) 556-3220
Office hours: T/Th 1:00-4:00 or by appointment
http://www.amyeckert.com
This course is a survey of Western political thought.  Political theory examines fundamental questions about the organization of government and society.  In particular, this branch of political science is concerned with the justice of those arrangements.  We will be paying particular attention to questions about justice and the relationship between the individual and the state.  In this class, we will be looking at these questions as they relate to the domestic and, more briefly, the international cases.  We will be relating the wisdom of Western political thought to contemporary problems at the national and international levels.
By the end of this course, you will have become familiar with some of the major thinkers within the Western tradition and their ideas.  Our goal in this class will be to learn about these views but also to think critically about them.  You will also be asked to consider how these ideas can help us to make sense of contemporary problems.
Required text:

· Steven M. Cahn, ed., Classics of Political and Moral Philosophy, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2002), ISBN: 019514091-5.  All readings can be found in this book unless otherwise indicated.
· John Rawls, The Law of Peoples (Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press, 1999), ISBN: 0-6740-0542-2. 
Grading:

Midterm exam


30%
Final exam


30%

10-12 page paper

20%

5 page paper


10%

Discussion questions

10%

Exams – The midterm and final exams will feature two sections.  The first will ask you to identify the theorist from whom a particular quotation has been drawn.  The quotation you will be asked to identify will be one that is characteristic of that particular thinker.  The second part will consist of short (1-2 paragraphs) essay questions.
Papers – Over the course of the semester, you will have one short (5 page) and one longer (10-12 page) paper.  In each case, I am looking for two things.  First, I want to see that you are familiar with the relevant readings from class.  Second, I am looking for some critical analysis of the readings in question.  The dates on which the paper topics will be distributed are noted on the syllabus, as are the due dates.
Discussion questions – You are required to write five discussion questions for one of the reading assignments over the course of the semester.  I will distribute a sign up sheet the week of August 29.  You may turn in your questions at the beginning of the class session for your reading assignment.  This assignment is pass/fail.
Participation – Though not formally part of your grade, I expect you to be a prepared and active participant in class.  I reserve the right to raise any student’s grade by as much as one letter for exceptional class participation.

Course Policies:

Attendance.  Attendance is mandatory and I will take attendance at the beginning of each class meeting.  If you miss more than four class meetings, your final grade for the course may be lowered one letter grade.  

Incompletes.  No grades of “incomplete” will be given without prior instructor approva1.  If you feel that you cannot complete the work for this course by the end of the final exam period, please see me to make arrangements to complete the work.  If you take an incomplete for this course, you will have one calendar year to make up any assignments you have not completed by the end of the semester.  If the course work is not completed by the end of that year, the “I” becomes an F.
Academic Dishonesty.  You are expected to adhere to MSCD's policy on academic dishonesty as outlined in the MSCD Student Conduct Code, with exceptions for collaboration as outlined above.  Violations will result in a failing grade for this course and a report to the College judicial officer for further disciplinary action.
Departmental supplement.  Please see the Political Science Department supplemental syllabus, a copy of which is attached, for additional important information.  That supplement is part of this syllabus.                                                                                                                                       
Course outline (all dates subject to change):

	Date:
	Assignment:

	8/22
	Course introduction


	8/24
	Plato, Defense of Socrates, pp. 6-13


	8/29
	Plato, Defense of Socrates, pp. 13-23


	8/31
	Plato, Crito


	9/5
	Aristotle, Politics, pp. 222-249 (stop before Book IV)


	9/7
	Aristotle, Politics, pp. 249-272


	9/12
	Augustine, The City of God


	9/14
	Aquinas, Summa Theologiae, pp. 312-326


	9/19
	5 page paper topic distributed
Aquinas, Summa Theologiae, pp. 326-335


	9/21
	Locke, Second Treatise, pp. 461-474 (stop before Chapter VI)


	9/26
	Locke, Second Treatise, pp. 474-490 (stop before Chapter XIII)


	9/28
	Reading day – I will be attending the International Studies Association – West conference.  


	10/3
	5 page paper due
Locke, Second Treatise, pp. 490-505


	10/5
	Review/catch up

	10/10
	Review for midterm exam

	10/12
	Midterm exam

	10/17
	Rousseau, Discourse on the Origins of Inequality


	10/19
	Rousseau, Of the Social Contract, pp. 532-544


	10/24
	Rousseau, Of the Social Contract, pp. 544-559


	10/26
	Kant, On the Common Saying, pp. 775-785


	10/31
	Kant, On the Common Saying, pp. 785-792


	11/2
	Hegel, Philosophy of History


	11/7
	Marx, Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 and The German Ideology


	11/9
	Marx, Manifesto of the Community Party


	11/14
	Mill, Utilitarianism, 895-906



	11/15
	10-12 page paper topic distributed
Mill, Considerations on Representative Government



	11/21-23
	Fall/Thanksgiving Break

	11/23
	Rawls, A Theory of Justice



	11/28
	Rawls, The Law of Peoples, Part I (The First Part of Ideal Theory)



	11/30
	Rawls, The Law of Peoples, Part II (The Second Part of Ideal Theory)



	12/5
	Rawls, The Law of Peoples, Part III (Nonideal Theory)



	12/7
	10-12 page paper due
Review for final exam

	TBA – during exam week
	Final Exam


